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Section 1 – Main Export Certificates Required by the Israeli 
Government  
 

Product Description of Certificate Purpose Requesting 
Ministry 

All Food 
Products  

Request for Import Permit Permit Certificate Ministry of Health- 
Food and Nutrition 
Services 

All Food 
Products 
 

Request to extend importer 
permit of a qualified 
importer 

Permit Certificate Ministry of Health- 
Food and Nutrition 
Services 

All Food 
Products 
 

Importer Statement that he 
imports regular food 
products. 

Food Safety  Ministry of Health- 
Food and Nutrition 
Services 

All Food 
Products 

 Certificate of origin 
 

Custom Clearance  Israeli Customs 

All Food 
Products 

Request for permit 
A preliminary application for 
authorization to import food 
products 

Food Safety Ministry of Health- 
Food and Nutrition 
Services 

All Agricultural 
Products 

Request for Import Permit Permit Certificate Ministry of 
Agriculture 

Meat Products 
(including 
poultry) and 
Other Kosher 
Food Products 

Kosher Certificate Kosher Certificate Rabbinical Council of 
the Chief Rabbinate 
or a body authorized 
by the Council 

GMO Plants Application for permit to 
experiment with transgenic 
plants, GMO and their 
import 
 

Eligibility to receive 
permit only for 
experiments with 
genetically 
modified plants & 
microorganisms 
and their import 

Ministry of 
Agriculture - National 
Committee for 
Transgenic Plants 

Feed Grain and 
Products 
 

Request to import feed for 
animals and its products 
 

Permit Certificate Ministry of 
Agriculture  

Feed Grain and 
their products  

A request to release feed 
grain and oilseeds for feed 
from the port of entry in 
Israel 

Food Safety Ministry of 
Agriculture  
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Product Description of Certificate Purpose Requesting 

Ministry 
Plants and their 
products  

Request to release plants 
and its products from 
Ashdod and Haifa sea ports 

Health Certificate Ministry of 
Agriculture  

Plants and their 
products 

Request for the import of 
plants material 

Phytosanitary 
Certificate 

Ministry of 
Agriculture 

Seeds Request for the import of 
seeds 

Phytosanitary 
Certificate 

Ministry of 
Agriculture 

Invertebrates, 
Soil, Fungi, 
Bacteria and 
Viruses 
 

Request for the import of 
biotic material 

Sanitary and 
Safety Certificate  

Ministry of 
Agriculture 

Sterilizing 
material for 
fruits and 
Vegetables 

Request for the use of 
sterilizing material for fruits 
and vegetables (Hebrew) 

Food Safety Ministry of Health- 
Food and Nutrition 
Services 

Preserved Meat 
Products 

Kosher certificate  
 

Import License  Chief Rabbinate of 
the State of Israel 

Ingredients for 
Pet Food 

Veterinary certificate to 
accompany digest 
components from poultry 
and/or swine species for the 
manufacture of pet foods 
exported to Israel 

Health Certificate  Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Pet Food  Sample of veterinary 
certificate to accompany pet 
foods containing ingredients 
of animal origin to Israel 
(Annex 2B) 

Food Safety Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Pet Food Sample official certification 
of plants to produce pet food 
for Israel (Annex 1B) 

Food Safety Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Pet Food  USDA – certificate of 
ruminant ingredient 
utilization (for export to 
Israel) 

Food Safety USDA 

Pet Food Sample of official 
certification of plants which 
produce animal meals 
intended for the production 
of pet foods (Annex 1) 

Food Safety Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 
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Product Description of Certificate Purpose Requesting 

Ministry 
Dog Chews Sample of official 

certification of plants 
producing dog chews 
intended for export to Israel 
(Annex 1C) 

Food Safety Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Dog Chews Sample of veterinary 
certificate to accompany dog 
chews to Israel (Annex 2C) 

Food Safety Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Poultry/Feather/
Fish Meals 

Sample certification of 
plants producing 
poultry/feather/fish meals 
intended for export to Israel 
(Annex 1) 

Food Safety Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Poultry/Feather/
Fish Meals 

Sample veterinary 
certification to accompany 
poultry/feather/fish meals 
intended for export to Israel 
(Annex 2) 

Food Safety Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Bovine Semen Sample veterinary certificate 
for the importation into 
Israel of Bovine Semen from 
the United States 

Health Certificate Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Bovine Embryos Import health requirements 
of Israel for bovine embryos 
exported from the United 
States 

Health Certificate Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Skins, Hides, 
Wool, Hair, 
Horns and 
Feathers 

Sample veterinary certificate 
required to accompany 
skins, hides, wool, hair and 
feathers exported to Israel 
(Annex 3) 

Food Safety  Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Hides and Skins Sample veterinary certificate 
to accompany fresh frozen 
hides and skins to Israel 

Food Safety  Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Milk substitutes 
milk products for 
animal feed 

Sample of veterinary 
certificate to accompany 
milk substitute milk products 
for animal feed to Israel 
(Annex V) 

Food Safety  Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 
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Product Description of Certificate Purpose Requesting 

Ministry 
Milk Substitutes Sample certification of 

plants to produce milk 
substitutes for animal feed 
to Israel (Annex VI) 

Food Safety  Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Meals for Animal 
Feed 
 
 
 

Sample veterinary certificate 
to accompany meals for 
animal feed containing 
ingredients of animal origin 
to Israel (Annex 2) 

Food Safety  Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Fats/Oils for 
Animal Feed 

Sample veterinary certificate 
to accompany fats/oils for 
animal feed containing 
ingredients of animal origin 
to Israel (Annex 2d) 

Food Safety  Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Tallow/Fats for 
Animal Feed 

Sample veterinary certificate 
to accompany animal 
tallow/fats for animal feed to 
Israel (Annex 2E) 

Food Safety  Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Animals1 Tourist information on 
importing animals to Israel 

Health Certificate Ministry of 
Agriculture 

Dogs and Cats Sample veterinary health 
certificate for importation of 
dogs/cats into Israel 
(without the owner) 

Health Certificate  Ministry of 
Agriculture 

Aquarium Fish 
Feeds 

Sample certification of 
plants to produce aquarium 
fish feeds for Israel (Annex 
1) 

Food Safety Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

Feeds for Edible 
Fish 

Sample veterinary certificate 
to accompany feeds for 
edible fish containing 
ingredients of animal origin 
(Annex 2A) 

Food Safety Ministry of 
Agriculture- 
Veterinary Services 
and Animal Health 

 
Section 2 – Purpose of Specific Export Certificates 
 
See matrix above in Section 1. 
 
Import Procedure for Food Products: 
  
Recently, imported food products were divided into two groups - regular and non-regular 
products. The procedures for the two groups are as follows:  
 

                                        
1 See Gain Report: http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200501/146118551.pdf  For Pets and         
Other Animals Import Regulations. 
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Importer Registration:  
 
1. A qualified importer must complete an application stating that he or his representative has 
a storage facility. This procedure is used for the two types of products. 
2. An importer of regular products has to complete an “Importer Statement”. 
3. Upon submission he will receive an official importer certificate from the Israeli Food & 
Nutrition Services. 
 
Regular Products Registration: 
 
1. Requires submitting a preliminary application for the authorization to import regular food 
products.   
 
 
Non-Regular Products: 
 
Importation requires the following procedures: 
 
1. See section 1- importer registration 
2. A preliminary application for authorization to import food products, and a border station   
release application. The following certificates are required for the purpose of releasing the  
food products from the border station:  

a. Original/copy official importer certificate 
b. Original/copy food certificate 
c. Shipping invoice 
d. Gate pass certificate 
e. Copy of the bill of lading and packing list 
f.  Copy of the import tax notification  

 
 

Section 3 –Specific Attestation Required On The Export Certificate 
 
See Appendix 1. 
 
 
Section 4 – Government Certificate Legal Entry Requirements  
 
For all agricultural and food product imports, Israeli authorities require that the original 
certificate (see section 1) accompany the product at the time of entry. Multiple shipments 
under one certificate are not allowed.  
 
Israeli customs will accept a manufacture export declaration as proof of compliance under 
the following conditions: a) the approved exporter should stamp the invoice with the firm’s 
identification number and add the following declaration: “The undersigned hereby declares 
that the goods listed in this invoice were prepared in the United States of America and they 
comply with the origin requirements specified for those goods in the United States - Israel 
Free Trade Area Agreement for goods exported to Israel.” 
 

  
Section 5 – Other Certification/Accreditation Requirements  
 
Fresh produce and seeds require a phytosanitary certificate issued by USDA/APHIS.   
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In order to receive an import license for meat products (including poultry), Israeli law 
requires that the Rabbinical Council of the Chief Rabbinate or a body authorized by the 
Council certify all meat and poultry imports kosher. As an exception it is possible to import 
non-kosher beef offal. Israel’s veterinary authorities ban imports of bone-in beef from 
countries where there is a danger of transmitting foot and mouth disease (FMD) or bovine 
spongiform encephaly (BSE), also known as Mad Cow Disease. In addition, an FSIS 
inspection certificate must accompany fresh and frozen meat and poultry products. Currently, 
imports of American cattle meat products to Israel are not allowed.  
 
Any food marked with the word “kosher” shall also be marked with the name and location of 
the person certifying the kashrut, or the registered mark of the organization in Israel 
certifying the kashrut. 
 
For information on overall Israeli food and agricultural product rules and regulations, please 
refer to: http://www.fas.usda.gov/gainfiles/200508/146130535.pdf - Food and Agricultural 
Import Regulations and Standards or contact the Office of Agricultural Affairs at:  
U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv, Tel: 972-3-5197588, Fax: 972-3-5102565,  
E-mail: AgTelAviv@usda.gov, Web Site: www.usembassy-israel.org.il/fas/.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GAIN Report - IS5013 Page 9 of 23  
 

UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

 
Appendix 1: Copy of each export certificate 
 
1. Request for Import Permit 
 
 
Ministry of Health  
Food & Nutrition Control Services – Import Division 
12 Ha’arba’a Street, Tel Aviv 64739 
P.O. Box 20301, Tel Aviv 61203 
 
 

Subject: Request for Import Permit 
 
 
I hereby request a permit from the Food & Nutrition Services to import food products. Details 
and certification listed below: 
 
Name of Importer 
(Hebrew) 

 

I.D. No./Business registration 
no. 

 

Address:  
City: 

 Area:  Street:  

House No.  Zip 
code: 

 P.O.Box   Zip code:  

Tel:  Fax: 
Email 
address: 

 

Storage facility 
address:  

 

 
  
 Copy of current business license and valid manufacturers license, if 

required, copy of license of intended storage facility  
 I.D. card, (Licensed Trader certificate) or permit from the register of 

companies if a corporation 
 Third party agreement for storage by applicant by for registration as 

the importer 
 

 Approval from regional public health authority that there is no 
opposition to storage of the products at the third party storage facility  

 Importers declaration 
 

 Letter of confirmation that details of importer and storage facility are 
valid (for extension of importer registration only) 

 
 
 

Date:  Signature & stamp of 
importer 
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2. Request to Permit/ A Preliminary Application for Authorization to Import Food 
Products 
 
For attention of: 
Ministry of Health  
Food & Nutrition Control Services – Import Division 
12 Ha’arba’a Street, Tel Aviv 64739 
P.O. Box 20301, Tel Aviv 61203 
 
Request to Permit/ A Preliminary Application for Authorization to Import Food 
Products 
 
Name of Importer:    Address:    Tel:  
Import registration no:  
Representative of Importer:   Postal Address:    Tel: 
 
I request for advance permit to import food products  
 
� New Request � Extending validity of permit no._______ that expired on ______ � 
Changes to existing permit   
 
Validity for:   � 1 year   � 2 years 
� Regular products    � Sensitive products 

   Complete a separate form for each product 
Product Characteristics 
 
Product Group 
Name of product in Hebrew 
Product description as per 
required list: flavor, filling, 
covering, shape  

Commercial name of 
product, product name 
in English or catalogue 
number 

Product 
type 

Contents 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
� For the P.A. market  � Request to adhere label in Hebrew in Israel 
 
Product classification � Raw materials � Finished Product 
Product purpose � Marketing  � Industrial � Bulk  � Institutional   
 
Supplier & Producer details 
Producer name  Country of 

manufacture 
 

Supplier name  Country of origin  
 
Fee Payment Details 
 
Receipt 
No. 

  
Amount 

Submit original receipt with importer details and 
address 
----------- NIS         
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Request for Import Permit 
 
 
Quota No. 
 
Custom item 
 
 
We hereby request an import license as per this request and attached order.  
 
Name of Requester  Foreign Trade No.  
Address  
City  Zip   Tel No.  Fax No.  
Description of 
goods 

 

Purpose � Local market      � Production      � Produced for export     �  Commercial 
sample   � Other 

Value 
Currency 

 FOB, $ 

Unit  
measurement 

Unit  
price 

Amount Deliver � Express 
mail 
             �  Not 
Express 

Country of  
manufacture 

Country of 
purchase 

Country  
of export 

Entry to Israel 
� Sea port   � 
Airport 

Name & Address of Supplier 
Name & Address of Manufacturer 
I declare that the details of this request are correct                     I agree to abide by 
the terms of the permit                                                                     
 issued on the basis of this request 
and fulfill  
 the instructions of the authority 

Date: 
 

 

I.D. No. Signature &  
stamp of 
requester 
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Import Address Foreign Trade No. 
Name of Supplier & Address 
Name of Manufacturer & Address 
Local Agent & Address 
Country of Manufacture 
 

Country of Purchase Country of Import 

 

 
 
Date Signature & Stamp of Requester 

 
 

 
 

Quantity  Goods 
Unit 
Size 

Number 
of units 

Currency Unit 
Price 

Value Customs 
Item  

Catalogue 
No. 

Exact 
Description 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

Total 
 
Delivery fee    
  
Insurance fee 
 
Total 
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Application for permit to experiment with transgenic plants, GMO and their import 
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Request to be submitted 45 days in 
advance 

 
State of Israel 

Ministry of Agriculture 
Plant Protection & Inspection Services 

Plant Quarantine - Import Division 
P.O. Box 78, Bet Dagan, 50250 

Tel: 03-9681584/30/83 
Fax: 03-9681571/07 

 
Request to Import Biological Substances 

(Invertebrates, Soil, Fungi, Bacteria, & Viruses) 
(According to the Plant Import Regulations - 1970) 

  
� Complete separate request form for each country and purpose  
� All details must be completed in English and names of organisms in relevant 

Latin   
� The completed request must be submitted to the Plant Quarantine Inspection 

Service 
 
Description of substance __________________________________________________ 
 
Method of transit (innkeeper, treatment before transit, requested quantity etc.) 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Purpose (Laboratory research, nursery, field) ___________________________________ 
 
Has the requesting organism been engineered?    Yes / No  
 
Country of origin _________________________________________________________ 
 
From foreign institute or researcher __________________________________________ 
 
Has the substance previously been imported to Israel ?    Yes / No   
 
Number of requested deliveries  _____________________________________________ 
 
Method of transport to Israel (Express delivery service, sea/air port) ________________ 
 
Name of applicant (Researcher and institute) ___________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email  __________________________ Tel/Fax _____________________________ 
 
Date  ___________________________ Signature ___________________________ 
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